Here is how I got my AC adapted to my 1986 Syncro with a 1991 EJ22:

* My '86 Syncro had factory air that worked very well before the WBXer went bye-bye

* was an R-12 system

* I harvested the Subaru hoses from my donor car, so I could have adapter hoses made

* I left the VW hoses stock

* A competent AC shop (Ken at Servicenter Radiator in Auburn, 530-885-2282) can make the adapters; he’ll cut off the Subaru fittings and weld to tubing for two custom hoses

* on the low side hose, we added a high pressure shutoff switch; I cut the wire that goes directly to the Subie AC clutch and connected one side to one wire of this switch, the other wire of the switch is connected to the VW AC clutch power.  This wire has no voltage until the system is filled to some minimum pressure, as detected by the VW internal sensors- you'll hear it 'click' as you fill with refrigerant.

* The VW hoses remain stock

* The suction side routes along the firewall, over the Subaru air snorkel

* High pressure side routes along the rear panel, just in front of the license plate

* we vacuum tested the system to verify it was sealed 

* I had to open it to air, because of a growl in the compressor, so I added 4 oz mineral oil to the AC compressor and rotated it by hand for ten revs to prevent liquid lock at first start

* I reconnected AC hoses

* I have a vacuum pump, so I evacuated the system myself

* Started the engine, turned on the AC; clutch won’t engage until there’s some pressure in the system

* I filled with 2.5 cans of alternate to R-12a, to 35 PSI on low-pressure side.  Some alternates are illegal for automotive use, so make your own determination as to which refrigerant you’ll use: [http://www.epa.gov/ozone/snap/refrigerants/hc-12a.html#q3]

* Some have criticized use of the Duracool-12 because it's flammable.  I figure that if I get in a bad enough accident to release a few ounces of a flammable gas, that's minor compared to the 10+ gallons of gasoline.

* My AC works very well and blows as cold as the stock VW AC did; summer temps here get to 100+, so I’m delighted that it works well.

* Cost of the hoses and vacuum test was about $280.
